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By Kate Fletcher
As the Laurel Hill Association 

(LHA) continues its traditional work 
of beautifying public spaces and main-
taining its flagship trails, we have also 
increased our focus on environmental 
stewardship of LHA’s 450 acres of land. 
Much of this land is either forested, 
bordering waterways, or encompass-
ing wetlands. While many of these 
lands provide lovely views, equally 
important is their role in the larger 
ecosystem. For instance, trees (mostly 
native) provide habitats for a vast in-
terconnection of animals and plants 
while also sequestering and storing 
carbon. Our wetlands are amazing 
habitats in their own right but also 
serve as filters for pollutants that oth-
erwise make their way to streams, riv-
ers, and eventually oceans. 

Deforestation is a major cause of 
habitat loss. In the United States, 17% 
of forest cover has been lost since 2001. 
A current topic in land-use manage-
ment addressing this loss includes the 
need for connecting corridors that 
support the movement and needs of 
wildlife and promote biodiversity. 
Using technology and mapping ser-

Enhancing Environmental Stewardship: Preserving 
Laurel Hill Association’s Lands and Ecosystems

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 K

AT
E 

FL
ET

C
H

ER

Red fox out mousing on a winter afternoon on Laurel Hill property. 

vices, many organizations have joined 
together nationally, even globally, to 
track land-use patterns and thus more 
effectively promote these wildlife cor-
ridors so important to our future. 
Invasive species are an ongoing chal-
lenge as are impacts that can compro-
mise fragile woodland areas and con-
tribute to erosion. Finally, connecting 
the stewardship of all LHA lands are 
their complex histories and our mis-

sion to promote their historical in-
tegrity based on current archeological 
best-practices and consultations with 
the Stockbridge-Munsee Community 
Band of Mohican Indians.

If you would like to learn more about 
our land stewardship work, please 
contact us at properties@laurelhillas-
sociation.org. •

Have you visited us online?
We invite you to visit us online at laurelhillassociation.org and discover a wealth of resources. 
Whether you’re looking for informative articles, guides, or news and events, there’s information to be found!
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Remembering George Wislocki 
1935-2024

“Visionary conservation giant”
“Alliance builder”

“Canny politician and 
skilled negotiator”

When the news of George Wisloc-
ki’s death began to circulate around the 
Berkshires, friends and acquaintances, 
politicians and conservationists, ed-
itors and reporters, all paid attention. 
From South to North, George led the 
charge to preserve land for enjoyment 
today and future generations.  Every-
one in the environmental field knew 
him and joined in his recognition as 
recipient of the Berkshire Award. 

In Stockbridge, George collaborated 
on initiatives important to the Laurel 
Hill Association and engaged with Pe-
ter Berle, President of the Stockbridge 
Land Trust, Mary Flynn, community 
leader, and many others. Arguably 
George’s most visible and important 
contribution to the Berkshires was his 
foundation of the Berkshire Natural 
Resource Council.

On a personal note, in 1972 I saw 

firsthand George’s tenacity in action 
as he built an alliance of neighbors 
against an ill-considered road project 
in the village of Monterey. George’s 
efforts coordinated the preservation 
of  acreage in the village that was my 
summer home.  I came into the Wis-
locki orbit through his wife, Alice. 
She was my supportive dance teacher 
at my alma mater, Simon’s Rock. 

The last time I saw George and Al-
ice was at a special event in support of 
Pleasant Valley Bird Sanctuary’s 90th 
Celebration. This gala event raised 
money for educational programming 
and was sponsored with the support of 
Mass Audubon and the Lenox Garden 
Club. George valued collaboration 
and youth engagement during his ca-
reer.  George was a forceful advocate 
for environmental values and his leg-
acy is remembered as we all contem-
plate Berkshire County’s green and 
lovely hills. 

Hilary Somers Deely
President, Laurel Hill Association.

•
Larrywaug Brook and the Four Corners.
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By Bruce Blair
There is an urgency these days 

about meeting the challenges ahead 
for Stockbridge. We have long worked 
to preserve the beauty and character 
of the town, but now more than ever 
we face new and sometimes complex 
challenges. For Laurel Hill, the vision 
is unchanged. Natural beauty, along 
with our cultural and historical her-
itage, are the heart of our identity as 
a special place and are all part of the 
legacy we strive to preserve. 

The land cannot be replaced. Every 
new building project brings change 
to the natural environment, the aes-
thetics, the character of the town. 
Population changes, attractions and 
visitors also have impacts. Balancing 
all of these things with conservation, 
preservation, and character is the chal-
lenge. With your help we can continue 
to maintain and enhance our prop-
erties and raise awareness about our 
community and its natural riches. 

Supporting Laurel Hill is a way to 
help ensure that the beauty of Stock-
bridge will remain a hallmark of who 
we are. From flowers to trails, wildlife 
preservation and community commit-
ment, we have always been a resource 
for keeping the gift of Stockbridge 
alive for future generations. •

Looking Ahead
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By Cheryl Resetarits
I live fairly close to Bowker’s Woods, 

Upper and Lower. I visit frequently. 
It’s a lovely mix of yellow and pink-
ish hues right now. I knew that R. R. 
Bowker, the man who left the means 
for The Laurel Hill Association to ac-
quire the land after his wife’s death, 
was one of the founders of the Amer-
ican Library Association, President of 
the Stockbridge Library Association, 
and Honorary Vice President of the 
Laurel Hill Association, but as I walk 
on what was once his land, I have often 
wanted to know more. More I have re-
cently found and I’d like to share. Con-
sider  this New York Times headline, 
September 2, 1928, from the Notes of 
Social Activities in New York and Else-
where page:

R.R. BOWKER AT 80 
KEEPS UP ACTIVITIES

Editor, Publisher and Industrial 
Director Refuses to Submit 

to Growing Blindness. 
CALLED ORIGINAL MUGWUMP 
With Two Others, He Founded the 
Republican Independents of 1879

That’s a lot to unpack. Let’s take his 
editorships — city editor and liter-
ary editor for New York Evening Mail, 
columnist for the New York Tribune, 
manager of The New York Times and 
then there was that two year stint 
when he managed the British edition 
of Harper’s Magazine. As a publisher 
he started and kept solvent Publish-
ers Weekly, perhaps the most import-
ant book-trade journal in the U.S. He 
founded the Library Journal and edit-
ed or published the Annual Library In-
dex and the American Catalog. Part of 
his success as an editor and publisher 
was due to his excellent management 
skills. Little wonder then that Thom-
as A. Edison made him vice-president 

of The Edison Electric Illuminating 
Co. of New York in 1890. He stayed 
until 1899 and remained a lifelong 
friend of Edison’s. And then there was 
the civil and political activism, which 
started early. In 1879 while a student 
at City College he helped start the 
“Mugwump” movement that worked 
to defeat the nomination of Grant for 
a third term because of the scandals 
during Grant’s presidency.  

Tired yet? Really, there is so much 
more but I’m spent. Maybe a walk in 
Bowker’s Woods to ease the stress of all 
this Bowker activity. The 1928 NYT’s 
article actually does just that. The 
dateline is Stockbridge, Mass., and the 
story is about a gathering to celebrate 
R. R. Bowker’s eightieth birthday at 
his country home, Glendale Outlook. 
Bowker preferred to call the place his 
“log cabin in the woods.” All summer 
long he had hosted “Log Cabin Con-
ferences” on Saturday mornings. From 
the NYT: “These gatherings have been 
called by Mr. Bowker “The Leg It Club,” 
so named from the fact that for a num-

ber of years its members walked for a 
mile or more through the pines and 
then met at the Log Cabin for a dis-
cussion of national and international 
subjects.” The list of likely attendees 
is impressive, from Daniel Chester 
French to the provost of Columbia 
University to the former ambassador 
to Italy (to name a few), all legging it 
through the woods. Bowker was near-
ly blind by this birthday, but he would 
know his woods well and perhaps he 
walked with a guide still. Or maybe 
on this end of summer morning, af-
ter such a full life, he preferred to just 
sit and walk the woods by heart. I like 
to imagine him waiting at the “cabin” 
for his birthday celebration, listening 
to the woodsy sounds of his friends 
walking and talking through the pines, 
headed his way. •

Bowker Woods

Richard Rogers Bowker. Born Salem, 
Mass. 1848. Died Stockbridge, Mass. 
1933. 

Pictured: Upper and Lower Bowker Woods
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By Robert Flower
Environmentally friendly giving of-

fers numerous benefits that make your 
contribution more meaningful and 
impactful. By giving electronically, 
you help lower the carbon footprint 
associated with paper production and 
mailing, directly supporting environ-
mental conservation. It reduces waste 
by eliminating the need for printed 
materials, which helps preserve trees 
and other valuable resources. Addi-
tionally, environmentally giving re-
duces costs, allowing more of your 
donation to go directly towards the 
causes you care about. Ultimately, this 
approach amplifies the positive effect 
of your contribution, aligning it with 
the goal of sustainability.

Please support our environmentally 
friendly initiative by switching to digi-
tal donations. Together, we can protect 
Stockbridge’s natural beauty while re-
ducing our environmental impact. 

To stay connected, there are two 
simple choices: you can give online 
by clicking the green “Support Us” 
button at the top of our website or by 
scanning the QR code provided below 
with your phone. However, if you still 
prefer to send a check, please include 

your email address in the designated 
area on the envelope provided. This 
way, we can keep you updated on how 
your contributions are making a dif-
ference, all while minimizing paper 

usage and waste. Your support, com-
bined with sustainable practices, helps 
us create a greener, more beautiful fu-
ture for generations to come. •

Sustainable Support: How Your Environmentally 
Friendly Giving Makes a Difference

Scan HereScan Here

Pictured above: Field arboretum; below: Upper Bowker 
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Laurel Hill Association gratefully 
acknowledges the following donors for 
their contributions between Oct. 1, 2023 
and Sept. 30, 2024. 
If your name has been misspelled or 
inadvertently omitted, please contact us 
at info@laurelhillassociation.org

Planned giving
“The true meaning of life is to plant trees, 
under whose shade you do not expect to 
sit.”
Over the past 171 years Laurel Hill 
Association has benefited from the 
generosity of our friends and neighbors. 
Planned gifts enable us to preserve the 
legacy bequeathed to us by generous 
supporters. You can help ensure that 
generations to come will know the 
pleasure of hiking our trails, strolling 
along the Housatonic or relaxing in our 
glens. 

Bequests: Often the easiest. Simply 
designate Laurel Hill Association as a 
beneficiary in your will or living trust. 

Life Insurance Policies: If you name 
LHA as a beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy, you can convert a 
modest investment into a significant gift.

Retirement Plans: Designate LHA as a 
beneficiary of your IRA, 401(k), or other 
retirement plan, and enjoy estate tax 
benefits.

Charitable Gift Annuities: Create a 
charitable gift annuity that provides 
you with a steady income during your 
lifetime, while supporting LHA with 
remaining funds. 

To learn more, please contact:
Tim O’Brien Laurel Hill Association
PO Box 24 Stockbridge, MA 01262  
treasurer@laurelhillassociation.org

Considering a bequest or other gift? Please 
consult your attorney/tax advisor.

Benefactor:
$2,500+
Jon Budish

Leader:
$1,000 - $2,499
Peter Acly
Russ and Kathy Ayres
Hilary Somers Deely and
Phil Deely in recognition of Pat Flinn’s 
   40 years of dedicated service 
   to Laurel Hill Association
Patricia Flinn
Diana and Ron Garmey
James and Virginia Giddens
Eric and Catherine Haines
Allen and Valerie Hyman 
   in honor of Kate Fletcher
Jane Iredale and Robert Montgomery
Jeryl Oristaglio

Advocate:
$500 - $999
Lee Bolman and Joan Gallos
Brian Broderick
John and Patricia Chory
Thomas Fynan, MD and 
   William Loutrel
Roger and Holly Ketron
Phyllis (Patti) Klein
Peak Financial Management in honor
   of Tim and Rosemary O’Brien
Dennis and Judy Mareb
Paula McNay
Michael and Ramelle Pulitzer
Peggy Reiser
Robert M. Sedgwick and Helen Torelli
Richard and Carol Seltzer
Jonathan Stern and Jamie Gardner
Kevin Truex
Red Lion Inn

Supporter:
$250 - $499
Martin Baron
Frederick and Candace Beinecke
Kathy and Larry Bolanowski
Carl and Stephanie Bradford
Dean Cimini and Liz Strand Cimini 
Claudia Cooke, MD
Elizabeth Danish-Wheeler
Lionel Delevingne
Robin Dumas

Robert and Laurie Flower 
   in memory of Beckett
Adaline Frelinghuysen
Kendra MacLeod
Mary Mott
Sara Pasternak and Mathew Levine
Ingrid and Jonathan Raab
Robert and Annette Sedgwick
Edward Silverstein
Thomas / Alson-Milkman 
   Charitable Fund

Donor:
$100 - $249
Larry and Jan Ackerman
Marion Adler
Rod and Julie Agar
M. Catherine Bacon
Mary Balle
Leslie Beal, MD and Tom Jones, MD
Betty Bean
Stuart and Joanne Beck
Rebecca Bellora
Andre Bernard
Lewis and Gaya Bernstein
Kathy and Larry Bolanowski
Sarah Boyd
John and Nancy Brex
Ronald Brouker
Penny and Robert Butler in 
   memory of Martha Sauer
Chris and Larry Carsman
Matthew Chester
Andy and Jane Cohen in 
   memory of Tony Balestro
Joseph Cohen
Marilyn and Michael Dee
Brett DeRocker and 
   Roberto Figueiredo
Lynn Edelstein
Gregory and Diane Eshleman
Gene Fidell
Erin Glasheen-Sheldon
Doug Goudy and 
   Sara Kleiner-Goudey
Sue Griffis
Scott and Ellen Hand
Susie and Stuart Hirshfield
Sarah Horne and Alan Wilken
Yo-Yo Ma and Jill Horner
Marilou Hyson
Howard Jaffe and Irene Rosenzweig
Ed and Nancy Johnston

Thank you to our donors!
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Nancy Kasten
Patricia Kennelly
Celia de G. Kittredge
Anthony Knerr and 
   Susanne Kastler Knerr
Sara Kovel
Janet and Earl Kramer
Edith Laster
Elias Lefferman
Louise Lonabocker
Julie Margolies
Liz McCarthy and Brian O’Leary
Betsey McKearnan
Faith Menken
Eugene Meyer
Daniel Michaels
Nancy and Michael Miller
Warren and Joanna Miller
Nancy and Tim Minkler
Susan Moor
Dania Moss
Liz and Jim Murray
Christine New Castellon in 
   memory of Helen Cordes New
Katherine Newey
Scott and Chris Niblock
Ben Northrup
Dennis O’Brien
Tim and Rosemary O’Brien
Matthew Penn
Eric Plakun, MD and 
   Deborah Buccino, MD
Keith and Marie Raftery
Christine Rasmussen
Cheryl Resetarits
Layne Reznick and Albert Rodriguez
Brian and Blair Roelke
Steve Ruskin
Marty Sennett and Chris Ferrero
Jane and Terry Shea
Roberta and Kenneth Shearn
Peter Sherman
Maureen Spollen
Corey Sprague
Bic Stevens
Paul and Lenore Sundberg
Valerie Takai
John Tedeschi
Natalie Tublitz
Bob and Linda Turcotte
George and Geri Turkington
Judith Uman and I Michael Goodman

Joy VanAlstyne and Joseph DeGiorgis
Vincent Van Ness and Karen Hawkins
Roberta Waller
Peter Williams
Mahkeenac Heights Association
Stockbridge Police Department

Friend:
$10 - $99
Diane and Peter Abatemarco
Judith Abdalla
David Adler
Barbara Allen
Kari Arienti
Catherine Astore
Christine Baldridge
Gail Beaudain
Wendy Beckman
Constantine Beler
Irene Bernstein-Pechmeze
Bruce Blair
Ilene and Lester Bliwise
Tammy and Michael Breitman
Joan and Dan Burkhard
Maria Carr
Patty Caya and Peter Ungaro
Joanne Conroy
Sharon Delaney
Rachel Donner
Laura Dubester
Laurie and Jay Dubner
Gregory and Diane Eshleman
Patricia Fadding
Steffi Fletcher
Beth and Bruce Gamble
Greg and Paula Gimblette
Jack and Carol Gremli
Gary and Suzanne Gulbranson
Cora and Wray Gunn
Phyllis Hammer
Emerson Hawley
Mary Howard
Darryl Hudak
Cheryl Hutto
Richard and Linda Jackson
Jane Kasten
Armand Katz
Dori Katz
Jill Kessler
Jerry Kirshenbaum
Ellen Krasik
Laura and Steven Krich

Judith Levenfeld
Alice Levitus
Philip McCaffrey
Christina McCarthy
Rodney McDaniel
Jim and Sue McElroy
Deb and Jim McMenamy
Paul and Rita Menitoff
Mary Ann Miles
Jamie Minacci
Alice Model
Maureen Monteleone
Amanda Moreau
Elissa Morris
Lynda and John Morse
Robert and Leslie Murray
Stephen and Constance Pajeski
Tom and Patricia Perlmutter
Christine Poirier
Phyllis Pollack
Judith Pomerantz and Neel Webber
Audrey Prashker and Alec Clarke
Patricia Price
Susan Price
Larry Promisel
Donald Quinn
Dede Rathbun
James Riordan
Vlada Rousseff
Elizabeth Rowe
Fredric Rutberg
J. Martin and Patricia Salvadore
Nancy Salz and Richard Mickey
Jeremy Shatan
Joan Sickler
Leonard Sigal
Barbara Silverstein
Roberta Skowron
Anna Smith
Deborah Smith
Martin Stransky
Carol and Steven Targum
William Travers
Nancy Tutko in memory 
   of Martha Sauer
Sally Underwood-Miller
Libby and Jim Wade
Jonathan Weinstein
Patrick White
Michael Wilcox
Laura and Doug Wilkins
Deborah Wiswesser
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Laurel Hill Association
PO Box 24
Stockbridge, MA 01262

With much appreciation, we thank you!
In the course of a year, Laurel Hill Association receives donations of goods and services which help our budget and are appreciated 
deeply. Our thanks go to: 
LHA Trustee Brian Cruey and Naumkeag for their donation of tulip bulbs that blossomed this spring in front of the Town Post 
Office. 
The Town of Stockbridge, Highway and Police Departments for all their support of LHA throughout the year!
The Town Fire/Rescue/EMS and the Parks & Recreation Committee for hosting the moonlit Ice Glen Walk!
The Stockbridge Library for hosting the annual meeting. 
Laurel Hill Day supporters:

Rabbi Barbara J. Cohen for the words of wisdom; Kate Maguire, Eric Hill and Douglas Schmolze for the presentation of 
Mary Hopkins Goodrich; The Stockbridge Festival Chorus for the musical performance;
Julie Love Edmonds and Carl Sprague for Art in the Woods; Gary Johnston for the reading of “The Doe, The Fox and 
The Lamb”; The Red Lion Inn, Tim Eustis who delivered a batch of brownies as a gift; Guidos Fresh Marketplace, for the 
healthy and delicious snacks; Joan Gallo arranged magnificent Flowers for the rostrum; and
Whinny Walsh for the great pictures! Arcadian Shop for the welcome repellent for Laurel Hill Day. 

Patricia Flinn for her ongoing support throughout the year.
Brian Estabrook, Ben Northrup, John Wisniewski and Dennis O’Brien and Abby for volunteer trail work throughout the year!
John Graziano for his legal counsel
Lori Robbins and Rick Wilcox for their counsel on a preservation restriction.

Laurel Hill foliage
Cover photo: Laurel Hill Rostrum

by Robert Flower


